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transportation support and subsidizing jobs with
money that used to pay for welfare checks.

Today I challenge every State to take the
money they save from lowering their caseloads
and use it—for child care, for transportation,
to subsidize the training and wage help that
people need to move from welfare to work.

As much as the National and State Govern-
ments can do to move people from welfare to
work, we know the vast majority of the jobs
must be created by the private business. The
most lasting way to bring people on welfare
into the mainstream of American life is with
a solid job in the private sector.

So, to every businessperson who has ever
criticized the old system, I say, that system is
gone; it’s now up to you to help make the new
system work. Already, businesses of all sizes
have joined in a national welfare-to-work part-
nership, committed to hiring welfare recipients
and to recruiting other employers to join them.

I’ve committed the Federal Government to hire
10,000 welfare recipients over the next 4 years.
If you have a business and can hire just one,
it will be a great citizen service.

This Independence Day, all Americans should
be very happy that 3 million of our fellow citi-
zens are now off welfare rolls. If we can provide
another million jobs, then we’ll have about 3
million more workers and their children who
can celebrate their own independence day by
the turn of the century.

So as we celebrate our Nation’s past and the
values that unite us, let us look forward to the
future and let us redouble our determination
to give more and more of our fellow citizens
their own personal independence day.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:25 p.m. on
July 3 in the Oval Office at the White House for
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 5.
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NATO Expansion
The President. Let me begin by saying that

I and the leaders of my administration team
here have just finished a very important meeting
with the congressional delegation. We are here
in Madrid on an historic mission, to fashion
a new NATO for a new Europe that is undi-
vided for the first time in history, for a new
century. And that new NATO will include new
members, new missions, and new ties to coun-
tries, including the very important one we con-
cluded last month with Russia and the one we
will solidify here with Ukraine.

For the United States to do its part, the Con-
gress is obviously key for several reasons: First,
any attempt to expand NATO to admit new
members must be ratified by the Congress; sec-
ondly, while we expect the costs to be modest,
it is not a free decision because of the costs
of integrating new countries into the military
planning and operations of NATO; and third,
because we believe that the policy itself requires
that we keep an open door to the prospect
of other democracies coming in, and that is

something that clearly would have to be sup-
ported by the Congress.

The Members have made it clear to me that
while we have representatives here from both
Chambers and both parties, indicating that the
United States understands that it’s important
that we be united on the question of Europe,
we have a ways to go to convince the American
people of the momentous importance of the de-
cisions we’re making here and the need for
them to support it. And that is a job that I
intend to take on when I go home, and I look
forward to having the support of as many Mem-
bers as possible for fulfilling it.

But the fact that this delegation, from both
parties and both Chambers of Congress, is here
is very important. And the leader of the delega-
tion, Senator Roth, who has been very active
in these matters for years, will also address the
summit, and I am very grateful for that.

Senator, would you like to say anything?
Senator Roth. Well, thank you, Mr. President.

This is indeed a historic moment, and the reason
I say it’s an historic moment is that here we
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are, sitting together, Republicans and Demo-
crats, urging the expansion of NATO.

And why expand NATO now? The reason for
doing that is peace and security. We want to
fill a vacuum in Eastern Europe. We want to
give Eastern, Central Europe the same oppor-
tunity we helped give Western Europe, to de-
mocratize and reform for freedom. And I think
that the fact that we’re here together in a bipar-
tisan spirit shows the importance of the matter.
And the fact is that a undivided Europe, demo-
cratic, is the best chance for peace in our time.

The President. Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, are you convinced that you

will take in only three members instead of five,
despite the opposition?

The President. I believe that the decision—
the consensus decision will be for three, but
I hope and believe that there will be a clear
message that the door to NATO remains open.
I know that there is support for Romania and
for Slovenia, and I believe that they could well
be strong candidates for future admission. And
I think there are other nations that might be
as well. I think it’s important that we not look
at Europe as a three- or a five-nation operation,
that this is the beginning of a process that I
think will go on.

Let me also emphasize that there are a lot
of other nations that have been part of our
Partnership For Peace. We are explicitly cre-
ating a political arm of that partnership, if you
will, in the Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council.
That has succeeded beyond anybody’s esti-
mation. When the United States first proposed
that, frankly, to be candid, even we thought—
we never dreamed there would be that much
interest in it, that so many countries would par-
ticipate, and that it would work as well as it
has. I think that one of the reasons you have
so many people in Bosnia today, so many coun-
tries, is because of the way the Partnership For
Peace has worked.

So we are moving Europe’s democracies clos-
er and closer together, and we’ll continue to
do it. And I don’t think that the difference of
opinion we’ve had over how many to let in now
should obscure the overwhelming unanimity of
the fact that NATO should expand, should take
on new missions, and should maintain new alli-
ances with Russia, with Ukraine, and with the
members of the Partnership For Peace.

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you’ve
heard from this congressional delegation that

causes you any concern about the U.S. Congress
going along with this? Or is there anything that
troubles you as far as them giving their ap-
proval?

The President. Well, what they’ve done is
they’ve just reminded me that we’ve got to sell
Congress on two things, and the two things are
bound together. One is, Congress would have
to agree to ratify an amendment to the NATO
treaty putting in new members. And the second
is that we would have to agree to pay our por-
tion of the cost of integrating those new mem-
bers. And they pointed out to me, in no uncer-
tain terms, that we’ve got a sales job to do,
but we think we can do it.

Q. Mr. President, the Russians have said that
if former Soviet Republics are admitted to
NATO, they will have to reexamine their rela-
tionship with the alliance, a clear message that
they would oppose the Baltic States being ad-
mitted. Will this summit, do you believe, send
a clear message that when we say the door
is open, it also includes Lithuania, Latvia, and
Estonia?

The President. My position is that no Euro-
pean democracy should be excluded from ulti-
mate consideration. And I have said that—I be-
lieve—my personal position is that should apply
to Russia as well, that any democratic country
in Europe prepared to make NATO’s commit-
ments—which includes recognizing the terri-
torial integrity of every other democracy in Eu-
rope and every member of NATO and recog-
nizing our mutual responsibility for one an-
other’s security—that anyone should be consid-
ered. That’s always been the United States posi-
tion, and that is mine. And I think it’s the—
I believe that’s the position of every Republican
and Democrat in this room. I believe it is.

Q. Is there no chance that you will change
your mind on three versus five?

The President. My view on three versus five
is based on the simple fact that NATO is a
military as well as a political organization and
we have to be quite disciplined in making judg-
ments about who should come into the member-
ship in terms of the obligations that they have
to assume and their capacity to do it. I am
very enthusiastic about the developments that
have taken place in Romania and Slovenia re-
cently. I think the fact that they’ve resolved
territorial difficulties, that the Romanians have
taken two Hungarians into the government and
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the Cabinet, these things are extremely lauda-
tory. I’m glad they want to be in NATO, and
I think that they should get consideration. I
just don’t think at this time that they should
be admitted. That’s what I believe. And I think
there are a lot of other countries who feel that.

But we have to reach a consensus decision, and
that’s where I think—I hope and believe that’s
where we’ll come out.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. at the
Miguel Angel Hotel.

Remarks Following Discussions With President of the Government
Jose Maria Aznar of Spain and an Exchange With Reporters in Madrid
July 7, 1997

President Aznar. President Clinton and his
family, at the invitation of Their Majesty, the
King and Queen of Spain, have spent a few
days in Mallorca. I hope they have been good
days in Mallorca, a mini-holiday. I had the op-
portunity to join them yesterday, again at the
invitation of His Majesty, the King. I think I
was meant to torture President Clinton’s holiday
for a few moments, and we discussed at length
a number of issues.

It is my pleasure to officially welcome Presi-
dent Clinton and his delegation to Madrid. We
have just had a meeting, a continuation of yes-
terday’s conversations, and the meeting was of
tremendous interest. We talked about the sum-
mit which begins tomorrow in Madrid. I hope
that this will represent a decisive contribution
to security and peace in the world. We hope
that is the case, and it will be if we engage
in a constructive spirit, the spirit which presides
the Atlantic alliance.

Advances have been made in the negotiations
for the internal reform of the alliance, and we
have all made efforts to secure the necessary
consensus on enlargement of the Atlantic alli-
ance. Sufficient elements are in place so that
the summit which begins tomorrow can be the
point of departure for improving the security
and cooperation in the Atlantic alliance. And
we hope that conversations can conclude soon
on internal reform for the security and defense
of Europe, proceed with enlargement and to
sign the historic agreement between the Ukraine
and Russia and Atlantic alliance.

I’ve spoken to President Clinton. I told him
that Spain hopes to achieve considerable ad-
vances during this summit, bearing in mind
Spain’s Parliament decision on the referendum
on NATO. And we hope to join the military

command of NATO once the command is fully
defined and our interests are safeguarded. Presi-
dent Clinton knows that Spain is deeply inter-
ested in having a positive outcome to this situa-
tion.

We discussed bilaterally issues of common in-
terest to us in other parts of the world. Our
bilateral relations are excellent, I must say, rela-
tions between the United States and Spain. We
already had an opportunity to talk a couple of
months ago in Washington, and I hope that
these conversations and this visit are a good
example of how to engage in permanent and
fruitful dialog between the United States and
Spain.

Thank you very much. And I give the floor
to the President of the United States, Mr. Clin-
ton.

President Clinton. Thank you very much. Mr.
Prime Minister, it is wonderful to be back in
Spain. And let me thank you again, along with
the King and the Queen and the people of
Spain, for the very warm hospitality that my
family and I have experienced in Mallorca. And
it is great to be back in Madrid and to be
with you again. As you said, we had a very
good visit in Washington in the springtime, and
then we also saw each other in Paris when the
NATO leaders met to forge our compact with
Russia.

The NATO Summit that begins tomorrow is
a milestone in our work to adapt NATO to
a new Europe and a new century, so that it
can meet new security challenges, open the door
to new members, reach out to new partners.
This new mission for NATO is designed to se-
cure a Europe that is undivided, democratic,
and at peace for the first time in history. And
it is very appropriate that Spain should be the
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